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The Judges
Gearóid Lane (Chairman) - Formerly a 
member of the British Gas Executive 
Committee, now co-founder and CEO of 
AgilityEco specialising in the delivery of 
energy service solutions to both public  
and private sector clients. 

Claire Curtis-Thomas - With a degree in 
Mechanical Engineering and an MBA, 
championed a number of issues on behalf 
of the construction industry as a former MP 
and is now the CEO of the BBA.

Paul Gaze - A Chartered Builder who is 
currently a Strategic Relationship Manager 
at CITB working in partnership with 
specialist stakeholders, such as INCA, to 
support the development and delivery of 
training and assessment.

Richard Mellish - Joined DECC when it 
was formed in 2008 and is now Deputy 
Director for Household Energy Use with 
responsibility for the delivery of schemes 
designed to improve the energy efficiency 
of the UK housing stock. 

David Pierpoint - CEO of award-winning 
retrofit training provider CoRE, the not for 
profit national Centre of Refurbishment 
Excellence.

Ruud Van Eersel - With over 25 years’ 
experience in the painting and cladding 
industry, co-founded the Belgian Working 
Group of ETICS in 2008 and is President 
of the European Association for ETICS. 

All this year’s finalists demonstrate the vital role for 
EWI in improving the energy efficiency of buildings, 
lifting households out of fuel poverty, and transforming 
local communities. They are at the forefront of 
innovation and design and the winners in particular 
reflect the highest quality standards. 
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A Celebration of 
EWI Innovation and Excellence

The Insulated Render and Cladding Association (INCA) 
Awards recognise the outstanding external wall 
insulation (EWI) projects delivered by INCA members 
over the past year. 
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The EWI industry remains faced 
with the challenges of an ever 
changing energy efficiency market 
following the general election in 
May. After the ECO targets for 
solid wall insulation (SWI) were  
cut by more than 75% last year, 
customers planning energy 
efficiency improvements were  
left with the uncertain experience 
of the Green Deal Home 
Improvement Fund (GDHIF), 
which was finally stopped along 
with funding for the Green Deal 
over the summer. 
 
INCA continues to push for a 
sustainable long-term energy 
efficiency framework and this has 
now been recognised by 
Government as central to its 
commitment to insulate a million 
more homes over the next five 

years and tackle fuel poverty. 
As set out in the INCA Manifesto 
published at the start of 2015, this 
new long-term framework must 
support the delivery of EWI on a 
large scale to make a meaningful 
start on addressing the eight 
million households in Britain living 
in solid wall properties including 
almost half of the fuel poor. 
 
Against this backdrop of 
uncertainty, I am particularly 
impressed by the achievements 
of INCA members in this year’s 
INCA Awards, which include  
both life-changing refurbishment 
projects and innovation and 
design in the new build sector. 
This year’s winners clearly show 
how EWI can help to reduce 
carbon emissions; restore pride  
in local living and working 

Supporting the EWI Industry

It is an honour to be the chairman of INCA at such a critical time for 
the EWI industry and I look forward to working with our members and 
partners to create a business environment in which we can all thrive. 

environments; and support 
stronger and more sustainable 
communities. 

Ultimately, it is the people that 
makes the EWI industry a 
specialist sector to be proud of 
and I am delighted that there  
is a brand new Outstanding 
Achievement Award for 2015, 
which recognises an individual 
who has made a real difference to 
the EWI industry over a long and 
distinguished career. 

Pádraig Barry
INCA Chairman

Mitch Gee
SPSenvirowall

Winner Outstanding 
Achievement

A pioneer for energy efficiency for almost 25 years, Mitch Gee was 
instrumental in first bringing together the EWI offer for Rockwool, a 
system that has gone from strength to strength in the UK market, 
and then taking SPSenvironwall from a small loss-making company 
to the second largest EWI supplier by volume in the UK.
Strong in will, funny in character 
and genuine in heart, Mitch is a 
leading and respected figure in the 
EWI industry who is never stuck for 
a comment whatever the topic! 
The Judges unanimously agreed 

that his commitment to INCA 
combined with his passion for 
quality and innovation in the EWI 
industry makes him a deserving 
winner of the first Outstanding 
Achievement Award. 



Representing the major system designers, a nationwide 
network of specialist installers, and the key component 
suppliers in the external wall insulation (EWI) industry.

Exclusive range of benefits 

t: 0844 249 0040     e: info@inca-ltd.org.uk     w: www.inca-ltd.org.uk

INCA
Insulated Render and 
Cladding Association

Join INCA today!

Using an INCA member provides clients with confidence that they are 
working with a reputable Specialist Contractor that meets recognised 
standards of competence.

 �High level representation and first point 
of contact for Government and other 
key stakeholders

 �Members with a proven track record of 
financial and technical delivery

 �Commitment to health and safety and a 
qualified workforce

 �Wide-ranging business support

 ��Up to date guidance and information

 Forum for sharing best practice

 �UK member of the European 
Association for External Thermal 
Insulation Composite Systems (EAE)



Project of the Year
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System Designer: 
Dryvit UK Ltd

Contractor: 
Horbury Building Systems

The Northumbria Specialist Emergency 
Care Hospital in Cramlington was awarded 
Project of the Year in the INCA Awards 2015 
for its ambitious and striking finish which 
helped to set it apart from the other 
worthy winners. 

The judges were impressed by the technical 
complexity of the project which was 
achieved using the Dryvit Outsulation EWI 
system. This system provided a high degree 
of design freedom to deliver the large 
proportion of challenging curved areas on 
the geometrically interesting building. It also 
achieved the crisp white and blue rendered 
finish required by the client. 

This innovative and exciting new build 
project not only delivered a stand out 
finish but achieved an impressive thermal 
performance of 0.19 W/m2K. 

Northumbria Specialist 
Emergency Care 
Hospital
CRAMLINGTON

“This unusual and technically 
challenging EWI project really 
makes a statement” 





“A dramatic transformation 
with a huge positive impact 
on the local community” 
Before

Winner Domestic Refurbishment 
High Rise

System Designer: 
Structherm Ltd

Contractor: 
VolkerLaser Ltd

The installation of EWI on the three 12-storey 
blocks of flats making up Worcester 
High Rise greatly improved their thermal 
performance and appearance and saved 
them from being demolished. Each of the 
244 flats now saves around £145 per year in 
fuel and 610kg in carbon dioxide emissions.

The judges recognised the challenge of 
insulating the tower blocks without applying 
any additional load to the poor quality 
brickwork and were impressed by the subtle 
‘light-to-dark’ colour feature on the façade.

Worcester High Rise 
Worcester
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Highly Commended

Ravenscraig 
KirKCaldy
System Designer: 
Alumasc Exterior Building Products Ltd
Contractor: 
ECL Contracts 
Component Supplier: 
Rockwool

Ravenscraig is a 1960s ‘hard-to-treat’ 18-storey tower 
block where EWI was used to transform the tired façade 
and significantly boost thermal performance with the 
result that residents now ‘love the new look’ and are 
already noticing lower fuel bills. 

Before After

Short-Listed

BACTON TOWER
NORTH LONDON
System Designer: 
Saint-Gobain Weber
Contractor: 
Primars Coatings Services Ltd

Before After

EWART, SHAFTOE &
BRAMWELL COURT
NEWCASTLE- 
UPON-TYNE
System Designer: 
Alsecco (UK) Ltd 
Contractor: 
Turner Facilities Management Ltd

Before After

NORTHFIELD HOUSE
BRISTOL
System Designer: 
Alumasc Exterior Building 
Products Ltd 
Contractor: 
Rateavon Ltd

Before After
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“The transformation of the area 
is incredible and this is a perfect 
example of the magnitude of what 
can be achieved with EWI ” 
Before

Winner Domestic Refurbishment 
Low Rise (6 houses or more)

System Designer: 
Structherm Ltd

Contractor: 
Westdale Services Ltd

EWI was installed on all 150 solid wall 
properties in the mining village of Craghead 
in County Durham, approximately 90% of 
the housing stock, in a truly community-wide 
approach. The specified finish was a ‘new 
brick’ effect whilst still retaining the original 
features and character of the properties. 

As a result of the EWI works, the previously 
run-down and dilapidated appearance of the 
village has been dramatically transformed 
and average property values have more than 
tripled. Residents now have warm, energy 
efficient homes and a new found pride in 
their village.

CRAGHEAD REGENERATION 
CRAGHEAD
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Before After

Highly Commended

St Joan’s House 
North London
System Designer: 
Saint-Gobain Weber
Contractor: 
Aspiration Energy

An EWI system featuring natural brick slips in antique 
red was used to improve the thermal performance of  
St Joan’s House whilst restoring the original appearance 
of the property which is situated in a conservation area.  
The U-value improved significantly from 2.13 W/m2K to 
0.30 W/m2K and the project is a stunning example of 
what is possible with EWI on buildings that need to be 
managed in a sensitive manner.

Short-Listed

Sterte Court
Poole
System Designer: 
SPSenvirowall Ltd 
Contractor: 
C&P Plastering Contractors Ltd

Before After

Park Road Flats
Blackridge
System Designer: 
Alumasc Exterior Building Products Ltd 
Contractor: 
CCG (Scotland) Ltd

Before After

Telford & Wrekin
TELFORD
System Designer: 
Alumasc Exterior Building Products Ltd 
Contractor: 
Westdale Services Ltd

Before After

Burbank Street
HartlepooL
System Designer: 
Wetherby Building Systems Ltd 
Contractor: 
Sykes Specialist Contracting Ltd

Before After
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“This project demonstrates 
impressive detailing which is 
not easy to do” 
Before

Winner Domestic Refurbishment 
Low Rise (5 houses or fewer)

System Designer: 
SPSenvirowall Ltd

Contractor: 
SERS Energy Solutions Ltd

Despite being finished to a high standard 
on the inside, this pair of semi-detached 
three-bedroomed homes on Cefn Road 
in South Wales were cold and costly for 
the occupants as well as run-down on the 
outside. The owner was keen to level out 
the exterior wall, keep any existing detailing, 
and incorporate new features to transform 
its appearance. 

As part of the EWI installation, Bath stone 
cornice was used to replicate the design of 
the existing brick dental course down the 
sides of the property and Bath stone quoin 
details, decorative Bath stone panels and 
powder coated sills were added to remodel 
and refresh the façade. Not only has the 
thermal efficiency of these properties 
improved but they have become the talking 
point of the street! 

CEFN ROAD 
BLACKWOOD
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Highly Commended

Mesderwen 
NEWPORT
System Designer: 
SPSenvirowall Ltd
Contractor: 
SERS Energy Solutions Ltd

This stunning project involved the refurbishment of a 
1960s three-bedroomed bungalow together with an 
extension. The EWI installation held the two parts of 
the project together by remodelling and updating the 
façade and it also provided the thermal benefits and 
energy savings the owners were looking for. 

Before After

Short-Listed
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System Designer: 
Alsecco (UK) Ltd

Contractor: 
ECL Contracts

Yew House
HASLEMERE

Before After

System Designer: 
Alumasc 
Exterior Building 
Products Ltd

Contractor: 
Rateavon Ltd

Charlecombe Road
BRISTOL

Before After



Winner Domestic New Build

System Designer: 
Alsecco (UK) Ltd

Contractor: 
PRS Group

The developments of Brookway and 
Bennett Square were built as part of a 
strategy to provide more council homes  
in order to tackle fuel poverty in Exeter. 
The properties were designed to the 
Passivhaus Standard, using EWI to  
keep residents’ fuel bills to a minimum. 

The Passivhaus homes create thermal 
comfort ensuring a healthier and more 
ambient indoor climate, and residents have 
been given advice on how to maximise 
the benefits of their new energy efficient 
homes. This leading project provided a 
low-carbon solution that not only helps to 
lift families out of fuel poverty but protects 
against climate change.

Brookway & 
Bennett Square 
Exeter

Short-Listed

Bath Spa University
BATH
System Designer: 
SPSenvirowall Ltd

Contractor: 
Woodman Bros Ltd

Kew Bridge West
Brentford
System Designer: 
SPSenvirowall Ltd

Contractor: 
Stanmore Contractors Ltd
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“Great-looking properties 
that families will be very 
happy living in” 
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“This unusual and technically 
challenging EWI project really 
makes a statement” 

Winner Non-Residential  

System Designer: 
Dryvit UK Ltd

Contractor: 
Horbury Building Systems

The Northumbria Specialist Emergency 
Care Hospital was the first of an innovative 
new model of emergency care facilities 
to be built in the UK. This ambitious and 
attractive new build project achieved an 
impressive thermal performance of 0.19 
W/m2K and provided a high quality white 
and blue smooth render finish as required 
by the complex design. 

Dryvit worked closely with the other 
parties involved in the project to ensure 
that the EWI system met the stringent 
requirements set out by both building 
control and the NHS whilst still delivering 
a superb aesthetic finish. 

Northumbria Specialist 
Emergency Care 
Hospital 
Cramlington
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Highly Commended

Cardiff Children’s 
Hospital 
Cardiff
System Designer: 
Sto Ltd
Contractor: 
Joyner PA (Cymru) Ltd

The installation of EWI on the new £35 million 
Children’s Hospital in Cardiff has created a bright, 
colourful and welcoming facility for children which 
has received high praise from both the hospital and 
the public alike. This well-managed project overcame 
difficult build tolerances, recesses, fire compartments 
and expansion joints to achieve a high standard of 
finish which requires minimal maintenance. 

Short-Listed
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Bexley College
South East London

Warwickshire College
Royal Leamington Spa

System Designer: 
Sto Ltd

Contractor: 
Stanmore 
Contractors Ltd

System Designer: 
Sto Ltd

Contractor: 
Joyner PA (Cymru) Ltd
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Winner Sustainability Award 

Kilwaughter Chemical Company Ltd 
takes pride in its local environment and 
environmental considerations are an 
integral part of its business practice. 
Its headquarters is situated next to the 
Antrim Plateau, an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, and the opportunity was 
taken to re-establish an area of pristine 
native woodland and grassland. 
Over 20,000 trees have been planted 
and the carefully managed land now 
offers a wide range of habitats for a 
variety of plants, animals and birds. 

Kilwaughter 
Chemical Company Ltd

Short-Listed
Mapei UK Ltd
Sto Ltd

“Significant care and 
attention has clearly been 
given to the biodiversity of 
the surrounding countryside” 
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Winner Training Award 

SPSenvirowall has partnered with 
Bron Afon Housing Association and 
Afon Community Trust to create 
and deliver a hands-on learning and 
employment programme called ‘Trade 
That Works’. This flexible programme 
focuses on supporting young people 
not in education, employment or 
training (NEETs) to gain core skills, 
qualifications and confidence in 
order to break the poverty cycle. 
80% of candidates who completed 
the programme went onto further 
education, volunteering or employment.

SPSenvirowall Ltd

Short-Listed
Astley Facades (UK) Ltd

Highly Commended
ECL CONTRACTS
ECL Contracts places considerable emphasis on 
qualifying its workforce and staff training is an integral 
part of its business. In 2014, ECL invested in 371 
days of training for office and site staff, 391 NVQs 
and created an entire floor dedicated to training. 








